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But Blucher had taken the bit in his teeth and
was not to be restrained. He wrote to Schwarzen-
berg:

In the course of last night I received your Grace's
honoured communications of the morning and evening
of the 24th, and perceive to my regret that there must
be a misunderstanding or that a despatch has been lost.
I have acted entirely according to the oral agreement
which Colonel von Grolman brought me. Yester-
day my vanguard drove the enemy as far as La Fert6
Gaucher and is drawn up in face of that position.
Were I to turn back I could under no circumstances
effect my junction with your Grace within the stated
time and should expose the army to the gravest perils.
By moving on Paris, on the other hand, and operating
in the rear of the Emperor Napoleon I hope to secure
for your Grace the most effectual relief.

In reckoning up Blticher's services to the cause,
his firmness and determination in a case like this
must not be forgotten. He was braving not only
Schwarzenberg but his own King and the Tsar as
well. He doubtless knew, however, just how far
to go; and, sure enough, Frederick William wrote
on the 25th:

The expected truce has not come to pass. Accord-
ingly my orders to you of yesterday lose their validity;
It has now been decided that Prince Schwarzenberg's
army . . . shall continue its retreat. Henceforward
the outcome of this campaign depends on you.

The Tsar wrote in very similar terms, declaring